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Work in 
Progress
ilostmygig.ph was established to collate 
data to quantify the devastating impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
independent businesses, the arts, 
culture and the creative industries in the 
Philippines.
The impact of this crisis should not be 
ignored and also requires quick-
response actions by government and 
other agencies.
We are recording the total income lost, 
the number of jobs lost and the number 
of industry workers impacted. While 
getting accurate figures are vital to 
knowing the statistics on affected 
communities in the arts and cultural 
sector, we collect and share the stories 
beyond the numbers; the individual 
hardships that together paint a picture 
of a creative community in crisis. 

NOTE: This is a work in progress. This initial 
report accounts for data received between March 
27, 2020 to May 4, 2020.



Overview

P251,315,175 
Income Lost

4,167 
People Impacted

5,314 
Projects Lost 



I Work in...

Design 
Graphic, Product, Interactive, Fashion, 
Web, etc.

Health & Wellness 
Art Therapy, Yoga Instructor, Spin 
Coach, Trainer, etc.

Retail 
Consignment, Markets, Pop-Up, Crafts, 
Handmade, etc.

Entertainment 
Music, Events, Exhibition, etc.

Arts 
Visual Arts, Fine Arts, Theatre, Dance, 
Drama, etc.

Media 
Film, TV, Photography, PR, Advertising, 
Marketing, etc.



Industries
RESPONDENTS’



Geographical Location
RESPONDENTS’



Employees Impacted
NUMBER OF



Projects Lost
NUMBER OF



Estimated  
Income Loss

RANGE



Entertainment
BY INDUSTRY

P173,445,280 
Estimated Income Loss 

1,828 
People Impacted

2,045 
Projects Lost 



Media
BY INDUSTRY

P130,988,850 
Estimated Income Loss

2,056 
People Impacted

1,548 
Projects Lost 



Design
BY INDUSTRY

P92,161,200 
Estimated Income Loss 

505 
People Impacted

507 
Projects Lost 



Arts
BY INDUSTRY

P39,872,300 
Estimated Income Loss 

2,236 
People Impacted

1,463 
Projects Lost 



Retail
BY INDUSTRY

P16,381,600 
Estimated Income Loss

712 
People Impacted

1,058 
Projects Lost 



Health & Wellness
BY INDUSTRY

P4,930,815 
Estimated Income Loss

191 
People Impacted

1,409 
Projects Lost 



Education
BY INDUSTRY

P3,820,000 
Estimated Income Loss

140 
People Impacted

79 
Projects Lost 



Estimated  
Income Loss
P182,497/Person 
Design

P25,816/Person 
Health & Wellness

P27,286/Person 
Education

P23,008/Person 
Retail

P94,883/Person 
Entertainment

P17,832/Person 
Arts

P63,711/Person 
Media

BY INDUSTRY PER PERSON



 “Painting has been my 
distraction and the 

family's survival. I’m 
slowly going back to my 

depression.” 



The Covid-19 pandemic and the Philippine Government’s response of imposing 
an enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) is not only causing financial constraint 
among the respondents affected, but has also been taking a toll on their mental 
health and well-being. The mental and emotional stress come from the fear that 
they will not be able to support themselves. The thought of not being able to 
provide for their households or members of their families based outside of the 
National Capital Region is also a source of worry.

Respondents have cited being extremely affected by the inability to create work 
they are passionate about. One respondent who is expecting a child in August 
2020, said that the situation is becoming “a slow downward spiral with bouts of 
anxiety and ceaseless worry,” affecting focus and concentration, while losing the 
desire to create or be productive. The uncertainty of when the ECQ will be lifted 
has left them dipping into their savings, depleting whatever money they currently 
have, and wondering how they can earn money now and in the coming months. 

One respondent is coping with their anxiety by continuing to create and by 
revisiting past works to fill up the days and nights that they are in ECQ. As the 
ECQ continues on, it gets harder and harder for some to imagine how they will 
stay afloat financially and professionally. 

Mental Health



• Well aside from the financial side of things, I already have existing OCD and 
anxiety issues. The worries and paranoia heightened the whole mental and 
emotional stress. I am worried that without my last paycheck, I won't be able to 
provide or contribute our household needs.

• It's hard because of the uncertainty even when the quarantine will be lifted - 
questions arise like if it's still applicable to do this, etc. My director also has it 
hard as he no longer has family to rely on if things get worse; I on the other 
hand, while still managing, am worried if this lockdown goes on any longer - 
I've already dipped into my savings, plus hiring for full time work has also 
stopped because of this.

• This has been causing so much anxiety and financial insecurity as I live 
independently, paying my own rent, bills and still supporting my senior citizens 
parents who are in the province.

• Personally, the situation is affecting my mental health. To not be able to do my 
work and my passion is difficult. 

• Given all of these uncertainties, I find myself in a slow downward spiral to 
bouts of anxiety and ceaseless worry that it has affected my concentration and 
have shelved any desire to create or be productive . As the days go on, it gets 
harder to imagine how I will float financially and professionally in the next few 
months and most of all, with the arrival of the baby in August 2020.

Survey Respondents



“I am the breadwinner 
and my family relies on my 
art projects. The gigs I get 
vary monthly so it is quite 

disappointing to have 
murals postponed and 

portraits cancelled.” 



Several freelancers who responded to ilostmygig.ph are also independent 
employers who have staff that heavily rely on the work and income they earn 
through their independent practices. As employers, they are trying their best to 
provide, even with a small allowance, from both personal and business funds. A 
couple who are both freelancers are seeing their combined income disappear as 
the companies they work for cease operations, leaving them out of options, and 
putting their dependents at potential risk for not being able to provide their basic 
needs. Respondents depend on their freelance gigs, which allow them to live 
independently. 

Many of the respondents are the breadwinners of their families. Some of the 
family members whom they support are sick and are senior citizens in need of 
maintenance drugs for their illnesses or conditions. In addition, respondents who 
considered themselves self-supporting have now found themselves relying on 
their family for financial assistance.  

Family Ties



• We have 6 employees, 4 of which are breadwinners of their families. As 
employers, we are doing our best to provide even with a small allowance 
from our business (and even personal fund).

• I am a freelance film editor and my wife is an executive assistant. But 
because of the pandemic, the company we are both working for has to stop 
operating. Having 2 young children (a 2 year old and a 2 month old), my wife 
and I are devastated and very worried since we are out of options and work 
at this time.

• For the first time since 2010, i'm 100% relying on my family.

• I am a renter here in baguio, paying every bill there is as a tenant... Much 
more worried because i have a sick brother and a senior citizen mother 
whom i am the bread winner fending for their daily needs and medicine/
maintenance.

• I'm the eldest of 3 siblings and i am helping out my family in the province. 
Can’t even pay my rent because no jobs are pushing thru right now.

Survey Respondents



“The income are all cut 
but the rent and utilities 

and expenses for basic 
needs are still ongoing.” 



Many of the respondents are freelancers who work with several companies and 
social enterprises on retainer contracts. Their posts have since been put on hold 
or have been completely rescinded. Employers have given assurance that these 
freelancers can get their posts back as soon as businesses have recovered. 
However, this does not change the fact that help and assistance are needed now. 

Respondents depend on markets, events, festivals, and other public gatherings 
to promote, sell, and cultivate patrons for the products or services they earn from. 
Once ECQ was ordered by the government – public gatherings were postponed 
indefinitely or cancelled completely cutting off the only means for freelancers to 
earn a living to support their daily needs. Public gatherings such as gigs and 
performances  were cancelled early March until the end of April – with no definite 
plans or projections on when the ECQ will be lifted. 

Sales and commissions from art sales are down, affecting those who solely 
depend on this revenue stream. With expenses continuing to add up, 
respondents have had to give up studio spaces in order to afford their current 
living quarters. A respondent who is 5 months pregnant and living alone notes 
that apart from the stress of losing work, she cannot get the assurance of when 
her obstetrician’s clinic will be open.  

Basic Needs



• I'm a writer who writes and creates content for social enterprises and since 
social enterprises don't make as much and of course would prioritize their in 
house staff (understandable) I've lost 3 of my retainer contracts. They were of 
course nice enough to say that I could get my post back as soon as they 
recovered, but that doesn't help the fact that I've got rent to pay now.

• Pop-ups are essential in my business which I use to fund my MA studies and 
daily needs.

• I am part-time DJ but have established a good following and pool of corporate 
clients. One by one both regular gigs and corporate ones that have been 
booked weeks/months before started cancelling. It may only be something I do 
part-time but this job helps with my monthly household bills and given us 
savings for our future.

• Me and my husband are both self employed. My husband’s last pay was this 
15th of April which means we have no source of incoming coming in for the 
next few months as I’m sure things won’t easily go back to normal.

• As a full-time artist with no definite monthly salary relying solely on art sales 
and project commissions, I find my savings depleting fast. I recently gave up 
the lease of my art studio since I cannot afford it anymore on top of my basic 
24sqm home apartment where I live alone. In the middle of all of this, I am 
currently 5 months pregnant with no assurance when my OB doctor's clinics 
will be open again (atm, all clinics and tests are closed "til further notice") .

Survey Respondents



“Aside from corporate 
gigs, I’ve lost theatre 

shows that made more 
than 20 people in 1 

production alone lose 
income.” 



Given physical distancing restrictions, many predict that theatrical productions, 
gigs, video shoots, and conventions in the coming months, could experience low 
audience turnout. As for writing jobs, a respondent shares that, “it's tricky when 
you write for marketing and advertising, since making ads is definitely not a 
priority amidst the pandemic.” Musicians who had regular puestos or bookings in 
music venues no longer have a source of income. 

Some respondents have had to return money that was given as downpayment or 
prepayment for projects that are not certain to push through. A respondent 
mentions that they have had to return some “non-refundable downpayment” to  
clients because their clients pleaded that they needed the money. In order to 
keep the relationship healthy, the respondent gave a refund. This meant some 
projects earned PHP 0, despite contracts and confirmation.

Locked Down



• These events had been cancelled (2 events, so far), and I fear that the covid 
scare would lessen participants/convention goers further in the next coming 
events.

• All of the bars and restaurants closed down due to this pandemic virus. Music 
is my bread and butter. Since I was a child, this is the work that I know. 

• Since the month of February, which is the National Arts Month, all the requests 
to conduct workshops in which I am the resource person were cancelled. Our 
workshops/seminars with NCCA were postponed.

• COVID-19 affected my marketing and niche immensely, thus leaving me with a 
handful of cancelled gigs and events. The months right after the holidays are 
the most challenging, and to be rendered completely paralyzed like this, it’s like 
starting the whole year all over again.

• Given social distancing is a thing we should do, mass gatherings have been 
cancelled, meaning no shoots. As for writing, it's tricky when you write for 
marketing and advertising, since making ads are definitely not a priority amidst 
the pandemic.

Survey Respondents



“In the government school 
where I work, our salaries 

for January, February, and 
March were not released 

up to now due to some 
technicalities in our 

contracts which we cannot 
fix due to the lockdown.” 



• Employers have not been able to pay debts to me, because of project 
cancellations, shelved projects, delays in investor contributions, etc.

• I had to return some supposedly non-refundable downpayment to some clients 
because they pleaded that they needed the money. To keep the relationship 
healthy, I obliged and gave them refunds, which meant some events, I earned 
PHP 0 from, despite contracts and confirmation.

• There’s a cancellation clause where we will be paid 30% or P3000 if a show 
gets cancelled. The show Production confirmed this via Facebook Messenger 
but as of today, we have yet to receive details of payment.

• Many of our studio's projects have been put on hold, particularly those 
involving 3rd party clients, we have not been paid for some of the work that 
had started early this year.

• I have 2 workshops for March & April that were all cancelled due to the 
lockdown. Participants already paid but I had to refund it to them because we 
don’t know yet until when this lockdown will be lifted.

Survey Respondents



“We mainly rely on shop 
sales and custom orders 

from clients, our products 
are not the basic 

necessities, like food.” 



The Covid-19 Pandemic has impacted the mobility of supplies needed when 
artists need materials to create work. Shipping of products is also a challenge as 
express delivery services are closed. Finished products cannot be delivered to 
buyers resulting to payments being on hold. 

A local supplier to flower shops in Metro Manila has been affected because they 
can no longer import flowers due to domestic flights being cancelled. Orders of 
flowers have not come in because the shops they supply to have had to close 
operations. Another small business cannot deliver stocks to consigned stores, nor 
can it produce the stocks needed, because the business owner’s source is 
located in Quezon City - and they live in Antipolo. 

Projects that were in negotiations are in danger of not pushing through. With 
physical distancing emplaced, projects that require person-to-person interaction 
cannot be continued. Working from home is also a challenge for the respondent’s 
staff as the materials needed for projects are locked down in their place of work. 

Non-Essentials



• There are no projects at this time since people are more concern for their basic 
needs. Delivering the product is impossible since express branches are closed. 
Even if I have finished projects right now it can't be delivered because of that 
reason, so the full payment is on hold. When I needed some materials I can't 
purchase because the department stores are closed. 

• Amazon has stopped operations for non-pandemic essentials which affects my 
client's business so they had to temporarily suspend my work until further 
notice.

• We supply sunflowers to flower shops all over the metro and the cancellation of 
domestic flights means that we cannot import the flowers. All orders also got 
cancelled because no one (supposedly) goes out so all of our clients closed 
their shops temporarily.

• Unfortunately, tabletop game design needs face-to-face playtesting as well as 
offline testing with the target audience which can't be done because of the 
quarantine. Our staff also have a hard time working at home because they 
need materials in the office. 

• Can't deliver stock to consigned stores; can't produce stock as ingredients are 
in QC while I am quarantined with parents in Antipolo.

Survey Respondents



• ilostmygig.ph is very much an on-going project. An initial report was made 
accessible online through our social media channels & website while we 
continue revising, updating, and processing information coming in. This report 
was recently updated on May 04, 2020.

• We'll continue to amplify the incredible community-led initiatives and programs 
working to help creatives bounce back. This platform hopes to champion the 
voices of creatives within our communities.

• We will continue to reach out to government agencies, cultural institutions, 
foundations and organizations tasked to protect creative communities - through 
capacity building, resource sharing, and direct aid for social welfare and 
sustainability beyond this crisis.

Our Next Steps
Access

  
Amplify

Activate
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